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Social sustainability. See sustain-
ability. 

Sole source aquifer. Underground 
water supply designated by the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency (EPA) as 
the ‘‘sole or principle’’ source of drink-
ing water for an area as established 
under section 1424(e) of the Safe Drink-
ing Water Act (42 U.S.C. 300h–3(e)). 

Source water protection areas. The area 
delineated by a State or Tribe for a 
public water system (PWS) or includ-
ing numerous PWSs, whether the 
source is ground water or surface water 
or both, as part of a State or tribal 
source water assessment and protec-
tion program (SWAP) approved by the 
Environmental Protection Agency 
under section 1453 of the Safe Drinking 
Water Act (42 U.S.C. 300h–3(e)). 

Stressors. For the purposes of this 
subpart: Factors that may directly or 
indirectly degrade or impair ecosystem 
composition, structure or ecological 
process in a manner that may impair 
its ecological integrity, such as an 
invasive species, loss of connectivity, 
or the disruption of a natural disturb-
ance regime. 

Sustainability. The capability to meet 
the needs of the present generation 
without compromising the ability of 
future generations to meet their needs. 
For purposes of this part, ‘‘ecological 
sustainability’’ refers to the capability 
of ecosystems to maintain ecological 
integrity; ‘‘economic sustainability’’ 
refers to the capability of society to 
produce and consume or otherwise ben-
efit from goods and services including 
contributions to jobs and market and 
nonmarket benefits; and ‘‘social sus-
tainability’’ refers to the capability of 
society to support the network of rela-
tionships, traditions, culture, and ac-
tivities that connect people to the land 
and to one another, and support vi-
brant communities. 

Sustainable recreation. The set of 
recreation settings and opportunities 
on the National Forest System that is 
ecologically, economically, and so-
cially sustainable for present and fu-
ture generations. 

Timber harvest. The removal of trees 
for wood fiber use and other multiple- 
use purposes. 

Timber production. The purposeful 
growing, tending, harvesting, and re-

generation of regulated crops of trees 
to be cut into logs, bolts, or other 
round sections for industrial or con-
sumer use. 

Viable population. A population of a 
species that continues to persist over 
the long term with sufficient distribu-
tion to be resilient and adaptable to 
stressors and likely future environ-
ments. 

Watershed. A region or land area 
drained by a single stream, river, or 
drainage network; a drainage basin. 

Watershed condition. The state of a 
watershed based on physical and bio-
geochemical characteristics and proc-
esses. 

Wild and scenic river. A river des-
ignated by Congress as part of the Na-
tional Wild and Scenic Rivers System 
that was established in the Wild and 
Scenic Rivers Act of 1968 (16 U.S.C. 1271 
(note), 1271–1287). 

Wilderness. Any area of land des-
ignated by Congress as part of the Na-
tional Wilderness Preservation System 
that was established in the Wilderness 
Act of 1964 (16 U.S.C. 1131–1136). 

[77 FR 21260, Apr. 9, 2012, as amended at 77 
FR 44145, July 27, 2012] 

Subpart B—Pre-Decisional 
Administrative Review Process 

§ 219.50 Purpose and scope. 
This subpart establishes a pre- 

decisional administrative review (here-
inafter referred to as objection) process 
for plans, plan amendments, or plan re-
visions. This process gives an indi-
vidual or entity an opportunity for an 
independent Forest Service review and 
resolution of issues before the approval 
of a plan, plan amendment, or plan re-
vision. This subpart identifies who may 
file objections to a plan, plan amend-
ment, or plan revision; the responsibil-
ities of the participants in an objec-
tion; and the procedures that apply to 
the review of the objection. 

§ 219.51 Plans, plan amendments, or 
plan revisions not subject to objec-
tion. 

(a) A plan, plan amendment, or plan 
revision is not subject to objection 
when the responsible official receives 
no substantive formal comments 
(§ 219.62) on that proposal during the 
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opportunities for public comment 
(§ 219.53(a)). 

(b) Plans, plan amendments, or plan 
revisions proposed by the Secretary of 
Agriculture or the Under Secretary for 
Natural Resources and Environment 
are not subject to the procedures set 
forth in this section. A decision by the 
Secretary or Under Secretary con-
stitutes the final administrative deter-
mination of the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture. 

(c) A plan, plan amendment, or plan 
revision is not subject to objection 
under this subpart if another adminis-
trative review process is used con-
sistent with § 219.59. 

(d) When a plan, plan amendment, or 
plan revision is not subject to objec-
tion under this subpart, the responsible 
official shall include an explanation 
with the signed decision document. 

§ 219.52 Giving notice of a plan, plan 
amendment, or plan revision sub-
ject to objection before approval. 

(a) The responsible official shall dis-
close during the NEPA scoping process 
and in the appropriate NEPA docu-
ments that the proposed plan, plan 
amendment, or plan revision is subject 
to the objection procedures in this sub-
part. This disclosure is in addition to 
the public notice that begins the objec-
tion filing period, as required at 
§ 219.16. When a responsible official 
chooses to use the objection process of 
this subpart for a plan, plan amend-
ment, or plan revision process initiated 
before the effective date of this rule, 
notice that the objection process will 
be used must be given prior to an op-
portunity to provide substantive for-
mal comment on a proposed plan, plan 
amendment, or revision and associated 
environmental analysis. 

(b) The responsible official shall 
make available the public notice for 
the beginning of the objection period 
for a plan, plan amendment, or plan re-
vision (§ 219.16(a)(3)) to those who have 
requested the environmental docu-
ments or are eligible to file an objec-
tion consistent with § 219.53. 

(c) The content of the public notice 
for the beginning of the objection pe-
riod for a plan, plan amendment, or 
plan revision before approval 
(§ 219.16(a)(3)) must: 

(1) Inform the public of the avail-
ability of the plan, plan amendment, or 
plan revision, the appropriate final en-
vironmental documents, the draft plan 
decision document, and any relevant 
assessment or monitoring evaluation 
report; the commencement of the ob-
jection filing period under 36 CFR part 
219 Subpart B; and the process for ob-
jecting. The documents in this para-
graph will be made available online at 
the time of public notice. 

(2) Include the name of the plan, plan 
amendment, or plan revision, the name 
and title of the responsible official, and 
instructions on how to obtain a copy of 
the appropriate final environmental 
documents; the draft plan decision doc-
ument; and the plan, plan amendment, 
or plan revision. 

(3) Include the name and address of 
the reviewing officer with whom an ob-
jection is to be filed. The notice must 
specify a street, postal, fax, and email 
address; the acceptable format(s) for 
objections filed electronically; and the 
reviewing officer’s office business 
hours for those filing hand-delivered 
objections. 

(4) Include a statement that objec-
tions will be accepted only from those 
who have previously submitted sub-
stantive formal comments specific to 
the proposed plan, plan amendment, or 
plan revision during any opportunity 
for public comment as provided in sub-
part A. 

(5) Include a statement that the pub-
lication date of the public notice in the 
applicable newspaper of record (or the 
FEDERAL REGISTER, if the responsible 
official is the Chief) is the exclusive 
means for calculating the time to file 
an objection (§ 219.56). 

(6) Include a statement that an objec-
tion, including attachments, must be 
filed with the appropriate reviewing of-
ficer (§ 219.62) within 60 days, if an envi-
ronmental impact statement has been 
prepared, otherwise within 45 days of 
the date of publication of the public 
notice for the objection process. 

(7) Include a statement describing 
the minimum content requirements of 
an objection (§ 219.54(c)). 
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